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The testimony of Paracelsus' butler Franz, whose report on
goldmaking we have cited above, contradicts Oporinus. Accord-
ing to Franz, Paracelsus' conduct was exemplary, and he praised
his professional skill, his generosity, and philanthropic prac-
tices. Franz reports:
"He gave a florin to a cantor in Basle who was his patient,
to buy some food and wine. I also know that he cured
lepers, dropsicals, epileptics, syphilitics, and podagra [gout]
patients, besides innumerable other diseases. The Galenic
doctors could not do likewise, and envied the honors he
earned."4
Oporinus, himself, admired Paracelsus as a doctor and teacher.
When his master had to leave Basle, he followed him, and so
great was his loyalty that Paracelsus mentioned him in his
book on syphilis as his "faithful Oporinus" who stood by him
when others betrayed him. Oporinus little deserved the honor.
When he wrote his letter, in 1555, he believed that Paracelsus*
prestige was buried with him. A few years later, however, the
Paracelsus revival was well under way, and Oporinus, who in
the meantime had fallen out with Wierus, wrote to Paracelsus'
disciple Toxites that his unfavorable remarks had been pub-
lished without his intention and knowledge. As an excuse he
said that he had not realized Paracelsus' importance. Opo-
rinus was to win fame as publisher of Vesalius' Fabrica-, later
he became a professor in Basle.
AVICENNA   AT   THE
STAKE
On the 24th day of June, 1527, Paracelsus staged the symbolical
act which marked the zenith of his career and which has gone
down in history under his signature. It was St. John's Day, tradi-